
GUARDIAN ANGELS’ RCPS 
PROGRESSION IN VOCABULARY IN HISTORY 

 

 
Learning Journey 1 Learning Journey 2 Learning Journey 3 

Nursery 

 
Myself- My day and days that are 

important to me 
 

Morning, afternoon, evening, night time, 
today, tomorrow, day, week. 

Parent, grandparent, remember, past, then, 
now, birthday.  

 
 
 

Events in the Past and Celebrations 
Today 

 
Old, new, toys, material, wooden, wind up, 

then, now, Bonfire Night, Guy Fawkes, 
Christmas. 

 
 
 
 

Transport – Boats 
 

Travel, ocean, sea, river, rowing, engine, 
wood, metal, steel. 

 
 
 
 

Reception  

Myself- Key dates in my lifetime 
 

Yesterday, today, tomorrow, day, week, 
month, year.  

Parent, grandparent, great-grandparent, 
memory, past, present, birthday, different, 
similar, change, before, human-life cycle.  

Parent, grandparent, remember, past, then, 
now, birthday.  

 
 

Toys Through Time 
 

Past, present, toys, change, wooden, plastic, 
metal, electronic, popular, century, over 
time, events, Christmas Eve, Christmas. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Transport – Planes and Boats 

 
Travel, cabin, passengers, cargo, ships, raft, 

wood, iron, steam power, steel, fuel.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 1 

 
The Life of Queen Elizabeth II 

 
Queen, King, Monarch, reigned, residence, 
responsibilities, celebration, Coronation 

Jubilee, anniversary, timeline, significant, 
opinion, young, old, modern, old fashioned, 

long time ago, recently, sequence. 
 

Changes within the Living Memory 
 

Change, living memory, advances, 
technology, entertainment, modern, old, 

televised, channels, when?, opinion, why?, 
prefer.  

 

Transport 
 

The Wright Brothers, take off, landing, 
engine, fuel, route, where?, how?, Charles 

Lindbergh, Amelia Earheart, steam, harbour, 
local, canal, river, industry, transport   

 



 

Year 2 

The Great Fire of London  
 

London, capital city, Pudding Lane, 
materials, spread, flammable, embers, eye-

witness, Samuel Pepys, diary, evidence, 
sources, chronological, significant, observe, 
evidence, investigate, impact, reconstructed, 

prevention, safety, modern. 
 

 

Victorians  
 

Victorians, Queen, reign, slates, strict, 
punishment, industrial, revolution, famous, 

inventions, compare, steam locomotive, past, 
present day, recently, time period, era, 

research. 
 
 

 

Holidays at the Seaside  
 

Travel, popular, trips, weekends, holidays, 
fresh air, pollution, bathing costume, 

bathing machine, seaside entertainment, 
rich, poor, cockles, jellied eels, Punch and 
Judy, promenade, pier, rock pools, sun 

safety.  

Year 3  

The Stone Age  
 

Cave painting, spears, Borer, Neolithic Man, 
Skara Brae, jewellery, mammoth, house 

hammer, stone, fur, pelt, hand axe, Neolithic 
Woman, throwing stones, Otzi the Iceman, 
BC, change over time, accounts, sources, 

Primary, Secondary, preserved, prehistoric.  

The Bronze Age to Iron Age 
 

Bronze, iron, tin, copper, smelting, hillfort, 
grave goods, weapons, artefacts, Primary, 
Secondary, British history, timeline, time 

period, BC, prehistoric. 
 
 
 

 
Ancient Egypt 

 
Egypt, Egyptian, mummy, tomb, Canopic 

jars, desert, coffin, pyramid, pharaoh, 
slavery, sphinx, scarab, beetle, mattock, 
plough, Nile, sickle, Ra, mummification, 
world history, timer period, chronology, 

ancient, social, religion, cultural. 
 

 

Year 4 

Ancient Greeks 
 

Empire, Mediterranean Sea, civilisation, 
Alexander the Great, Olympics, democracy, 
Parthenon, Athens, Sparta, Myths, Olympus, 
Macedonia, gods, slavery, suitable sources, 
interpretation, evidence, represent, BC, AD, 

beliefs. 
 

 
 
 
 

Roman Britain  
 

Julius Caesar, vase, Claudius, Boudicca, 
invasion, Rome, soldier, rebellion, Hadrian’s 
Wall, comparison, explain, features, attitude, 

evidence, reliable sources.  
 
 

Local Area Study – Industry and 
Transport  

 
 

Britain, Bury, North West, Lancashire, 
industry, Industrial Revolution, Victorian, 

mill, cotton, canal, steam power, East 
Lancashire Railway, local, change, decade, 

century, similarities, differences, effect.  
 

 
  



 

 

Year 5 

 
Anglo Saxons and Scots  

 
AD, tribes, kingdoms, unite, Alfred the 
Great, threat, jewellery, runes, invasion, 

cremation pot, bronze helmet, Kent, Wessex, 
East Anglia, Marcia, Sutton Hoo, thatched, 
wooden house, Angles Saxons, Jutes, Scots, 

Picts, British history, development, 
weaponry, justify, compare.  

 

 
Vikings  

 
Viking raids, longboat, prow, rigging, 

Norseman, warrior, monastery, settlement, 
Alfred Jorvik, invade, settle, emigration, 
immigration, refugee, conquest, settle, 

impact, peace, justify. 
 
 
.  
 

Britain and the Slave Trade 
 

Empire, Britain, slavery, enslaved, 
Transatlantic Slave Trade, transportation, 

Triangular Trade America, Africa, abolition, 
cause, consequence, legacy, William 

Wilberforce, Harriet Tubman, campaign. 
 

 
 

Year 6 

 
The Impact of WW1 and WW2 

 
Trench, 1914-1918, Archduke Franz-
Ferdinand, lice, Battle of the Somme, 

armistice, Treaty of Versailles, conscription, 
propaganda, no man’s land, The Great War, 
home front, tank, trench foot, allies, Nazis, 

Adolf Hitler, Winston Churchill, Blitz, Neville 
Chamberlain, ration, evacuation, gas mask, 
air Raid Shelter, D-day, Normandy, long 

term impact, transport, trends. 
 

 
 
 

 
Maya Civilisation  

 
Civilisation, Central America, cacao beans, 
farming, temple, maize, calendar, warrior 

Pyramid, crops, invasion, trade, democracy, 
sacrifice, world history, relate, connections, 

legacy.  
 
 
 
 

Bury’s Past and it’s Lasting Legacy  
 

Bury, research, independent, artefact, 
Primary Source, Secondary Source, 
presentation, enquiry, chronology, 

interpretation, organisation, investigate, 
communicate, cause, consequences, lasting 

impact, attitudes, experience, diversity, 
claims, reliability, argument. 

 
 
  


