GUARDIAN ANGELS’ RCPS
| ______HANDWRITINGJOINS

In Nursery, the focus is on children making marks that begin to make sense to
them.

In Reception, letter formation is taught through the RWI Phonics Programme.

In Year 1, letter formation is consolidated in the Autumn Term. From Spring
Term onwards, lead ins are taught. Year 1 children will use a handwriting book
with guide lines.

In Year 2, children will begin to learn how to join letters. Firstly, using the joins
set out below, then, when confident, applying these joins in words.

Children in Years 2-6 will use their English Skills books, without guide lines, for
handwriting lessons unless a specific need requires them to use a book with
guide lines.

Children should know the difference between ascenders and descenders. They
should be taught where small letters stand in relation to tall letters. In all
writing, handwriting should be corrected where there are no leads or flicks,
incorrect joins and where handwriting isn’t joined at all. Children should be
taught that ‘f’ is a special letter as it is both an ascender and a descender and
letters that finish on the left (b, g, j, p, s, y (and g)) are not joined.

Primary letters

O C.O0 S AL L2 Mo i yv¥ W X Z
Ascenders

b hlktdfsf

Descenders - These are not joined - no loops.

g4 praySf

As an addition to our school font, horizontal joins from .o, -, u, N,

W and x are taught as ‘washing line joins’.



Small Letter Joins

r

2e

e

A | aAacCc | Ao | as | auL | A | A | aume | ade

La | LC | Lo | L5 | oL | L2 | o o an | an

AL | UC | Lo | S | AL | AU | X | AL | AU

a | L | O | L5 | 22U

AMA | /MLC | ASTLO | ATUS | ATUL | A2 | AT | ATUTL | A TUL

A | e | WO | ALs | UL | e | Uk | UL | UL

aON |l.aw | AN | W | N | ew | UV | uw | N

LMW | ATWVY STW | WV | AW

Tall Letter Joins

hbl | L k|t
Ab | L | UL | Lk |1

kb | kh | kL| kk |kt

b | th | tl| tk |tt

db|.dh|.dl|.dk |.dt




Small Letter to Tall Letter Joins

allcljul| el |.md|.nLi il
L.ab|.cb b | eb |.mb |.nblib

ah .chluh| eh |.mh|.ndrLlih]

k| ck|luk| ek |.mk|.nklik

at|l ct|aut| et |.mt| .t it

adl.cdud| ed | .mt|.nt|it

Tall Letter to Small Letter Joins

La|lc || le ||| Li| Ar (Lo
ha helhu he | humlhon hi| ha ho

ka| ke | ku| ke | kim | k| ki| kr | ko

taltc | te | tm || L | tr | tO

daj.dc|.duw| de | .dm|.dn|.di|.dr do




