
GUARDIAN ANGELS’ RCPS 
PROGRESSION IN VOCABULARY IN GEOGRAPHY 

 

 
Learning Journey 1 Learning Journey 2 Learning Journey 3 

Nursery 

 
The Local Area 
Where am I? 

 
Place and Location  

School,  Guardian Angels’  
 

Human and Physical  
Autumn, change, orange, red, brown, houses  

 
Geography Skills and Fieldwork  

notice, walk 
 

Changes To My Environment 
 What do you see?  

 
Place and Location 

Bury, school,  
 

Human and Physical  
Winter, cold, snow, warmer, spring, flowers, 

grass, soil 
 

Geography Skills and Fieldwork  
Notice, draw, count 

 

Travelling to Other Countries 
What is a country? 

 
Place and Location 
England, sea, countries 

 
Human and Physical  

Summer, boats, sea, town, beach, weather, 
hot, symbol 

 
Geography Skills and Fieldwork  

Notice, draw, count, globe, map 
 

Reception  

The Local Area 
What do you know about Guardian 

Angels’? 
 

Place and Location  
Guardian Angels’, Bury, England, near,  

 
Human and Physical  

Building, forest school, house, park, church, 
autumn, yellow, orange, brown 

 
Geography Skills and Fieldwork  

Notice, map,  
 

Contrasting Environments 
Is it always the same temperature 

outside? 
 

Place and Location  
Bury, Antarctica, Kenya, Grasslands, 

 
Human and Physical  

Cold, winter, hot, spring, daffodil, tulip,  
 

Geography Skills and Fieldwork  
Globe, map, far 

 
 

Summer, Seas and Oceans  
What happens in summer? 

 
Place and Location  

England, sea, country, Jamaica, Spain  
 

Human and Physical  
Summer, hot, warmer, boat, beach, seaside, 

weather, temperature 
 

Geography Skills and Fieldwork  
Globe, map, google earth, interview 

 

Year 1 

The UK 
Is the UK one country? 

 
Place and Location  

Wonderful World 
Why is the Equator important? 

 
Place and Location  

Physical and Human Features in the 
Local Area 

What makes Bury special? 
 

Place and Location  



United Kingdom, Europe, England, Wales, 
Scotland, Northern Ireland, London, Cardiff, 
Edinburgh, Belfast, North Sea, Celtic Sea, 

English Channel. Atlantic Ocean 
 

Human and Physical  
Summer, autumn, winter,  

 
Geography Skills and Fieldwork  

Globe, atlas, map, landmark, north, south, 
east, west  

 

North Pole, South Pole, Equator, continent, 
Africa, Antarctica, Australia, Europe, North 

America, South America, Ocean, Artic, 
Atlantic, Indian, Pacific, Southern 

 
Human and Physical  

Winter, spring, Cold, colder, mild, climate 
zone,  

 
Geography Skills and Fieldwork  

Globe, map, atlas 
 

Bury, Manchester,  
 

Human and Physical  
Summer, town, city, farm, factory, house, 

office, shop, retail park, River Irwell, 
Holcombe Hill, Birtle Hill, vegetation, forest 

 
Geography Skills and Fieldwork  

Map, sketch, plot, near, far, left, right, 
observe 

 

Year 2 

Mapping Skills and Weather Patterns 
Why is a map useful? 

 
Place and Location 

Manchester, Glasgow, Derry, Liverpool, 
Swansea, France, Australia, Kenya, America, 

Spain, China, Equator 
 

Human and Physical 
4 seasons, 2 seasons, wet, dry, spring, 

summer, autumn, winter, pattern, 
 

Geography Skills and Fieldwork 
World map, atlas, glove, road map, aerial 

map, route, north, south, east, west, 
direction, position, symbol, compass, key 

 
 

Contrasting Environments – The 
Similarities and Differences between 

Bury, England and Naro Moru, Kenya 
Is tourism important? 

 
Place and Location 

Europe, Africa, The UK, England, Kenya, 
Bury, Naro Moru, 

 
Human and Physical 

House, market, mountain, river, population, 
tropical savannah, climate, rain, dry, wet, 

weather, tourism, tourist, clay bricks, town, 
village, vegetation, weather 

 
Geography Skills and Fieldwork 
World map, google map, photograph, 

 

Physical and Human Features of 
Coastal Towns  

Why do tourists visit coastal towns? 
 

Place and Location  
Blackpool, Brighton, St Andrews, Conway, 

Kilkeel, Blackpool, St Anne’s  
 

Human and Physical  
Island, coast, town, village, tourist port, 

harbour, pier, shop, house, cliff, beach, sea,  
 

Geography Skills and Fieldwork  
Atlas, google map, Landmark, symbol, key, 

OS map, symbol,  
.  
 

Year 3  

Counties and Regions of the UK and 
their Land Use 

Do all parts of the UK looks the same? 
 

Place and Location 
United Kingdom, Europe, England, Wales, 

Scotland, Northern Ireland, London, Cardiff, 
Edinburgh, Belfast, North East, North West, 
Yorkshire and The Humber, East Midlands, 
West Midlands, East of England, London, 

Wonderful World  - Cities 
Why do tourists visit cities? 

 
Place and Location 

Europe, The UK, England, Bury, Italy, Rome, 
 

Human and Physical 
Vatican, tourism, attraction, city, capital, 
The Leaning Tower of Pisa, Arena Verona, 

Pompeii ruins,  Ponte Vecchio, Milan 

Earthquakes and Volcanoes and 
Tsunamis 

Which areas are worst effected by 
natural disasters?  

 
Place and Location  

Shiveluch volcano, Russia, Nyiragongo 
volcano, Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Arthur’s Seat, Scotland, Mount Vesuvius, 

Italy, Mount Kenya, Kenya  



South East, and South West, county, region, 
Cheshire, Cumbria, Greater 

Manchester, Lancashire and Merseyside 
 

Human and Physical 
Landmark, mountain ranges, rivers and 
coastlines, topographical, rural, urban, 

power, energy, renewable, wind turbine, 
coal, land use, 

 
Geography Skills and Fieldwork 

North, South, East and West, world map, 
atlas, globe, google earth, topographical 

map 
 

Cathedral, Colosseum, St Peter’s Cathedral, 
The Alps and the Apennines, Dolomites, 
glacial lakes, Mount Vesuvius and Mount 
Etna. Roman Forum,  St Peter’s Cathedral, 

Spanish Steps, Big Ben, The Houses of 
Parliament, The London Eye, 

 
 

Geography Skills and Fieldwork 
Atlas, four grid reference, eastings, 

northings, Earth Cam, photographs, aerial 
photographs, google earth, survey, tally, 

questionnaire 

 
Human and Physical  

Volcano, earthquake, tsunami, Crust, active, 
dormant, extinct, eruption, ash, core, crust, 
mantle, plates, magma, lava, vent, crater, 
fault, Richter Scale, tsunami, settlement, 
earthquake, tsunami, volcano, damage, 
destruction, Cinder Volcano, Composite 

Volcano, Shield Volcano 
 

Geography Skills and Fieldwork  
World map, atlas, digimaps, diagrams, 

photographs 
 

Year 4 

Rivers and the Water Cycle 
Is the River Irwell clean? 

 
Place and Location 

The UK, England, Merseyside, Bacup, Bury, 
River Severn, River Thames, River Trent, 

River Wye) 
 

Human and Physical 
Water cycle, river, Evaporation, 

condensation, precipitation, collection, rain, 
ocean, water vapour, cloud, sun, tributary, 

confluence, meander, ox bow, estuary, 
mouth, source, delta, settlement, 

 
Geography Skills and Fieldwork 

local, symbols, key, scale, measure, units of 
measurement, observations, compass, tally, 

graph, chart, observations  
 
 

Investigating Climate and Biomes 
What creates a biome? 

 
Place and Location 
Equator, Climate Zone, 

 
Human and Physical 

 Position, sun, Equatorial, Tropical, Desert, 
Temperate and Artic and Polar Climate 
Zones, biome, climate, food web, florna, 

flora, Tropical Rainforest. Temperate Forest 
.Desert Tundra, Taiga Forest Grassland. 
Savannah, environment, change, climate 

change, impact, vegetation belt,  
 
 

Geography Skills and Fieldwork 
Globe, atlas, graph, data, pattern, climate 

graph, 

Bury – Changes Over Time 
How and why is Bury changing?  

 
Place and Location  

Europe, The UK, England, North West, 
Greater Manchester, Manchester, Bury, The 

Rock 
 

Human and Physical  
tourism, transport links, urban, rural, 

comparison, change, town, city, factory, 
shop, retail, mill, office, rural, urban, 

change, impact, effect, political influence, 
economy, trade, settlement, land use, 

market, local,  
 

Geography Skills and Fieldwork  
Digi maps, aerial Photographs, photographs, 

google street view, survey, data, chart, 
compare, representative, sample 

 

Year 5 

Longitude and Latitude 
What affect does a location’s position 

have upon a place? 
 

Mountain Environments  
How do mountains change our world? 

 
Place and Location  

Rotterdam, the European Coastal City  
Why settle by a river? 

 
Place and Location  



 

 

Place and Location  
latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 

Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich 

Meridian and time zones, The Arctic Circle 
and The Antarctic Circle 
Human and Physical  

Climate zone, biome, vegetation belt, 
tundra, florna, fauna, snow, tundra 

 
Geography Skills and Fieldwork  
Globe, atlas, map, digital mapping 

  

Mount Everest (Asia), Mount Fuji (Japan), 
The Matterhorn  (Europe), Mont Blanc 

(Europe), K2 (Asia),Denali (Alaska), 
Maclear’s Beacon (South Africa), Mount 
Kilimanjaro (Tanzania) , Mount Olympus 

(Greece), Mount Narodnaya (Russia), Monte 
Pissis (South America), Mount Kosciuszko 
(Australia), Ben Nevis, Snowdonia, Scafell 

Pike and Slieve Donard 
 

Human and Physical  
Mountain, summit, slope, face, ridge, valley, 
ocean, volcanic mountains, fold mountains, 
transform, divergent, convergent, longitude, 

latitude, climate, wetter, flatlands, 
Geography Skills and Fieldwork  
Globe, atlas, map, digital mapping 

.  
 

Europe, The UK, Bury, Holland, Rotterdam, 
Irwell, Rhine   

 
Human and Physical  

Economic activity, trade links, settlement, 
river, land use, city, port, harbour, trade, 

architecture, seaport, dry port,  fishing port, 
inland port, skyline, modern, wind turbines, 
distribution, natural resources, landmark, 

tourism 
 

Geography Skills and Fieldwork  
Sketch, diagram, google earth, earth cam, 

atlas, map,  
 

Year 6 

Investigating World Trade   
How do our choices impact others?  

 
Place and Location  

China, The USA, The UK, Taiwan, Pacific 
Ocean 

 
Human and Physical  

economy, trade, fair trade, empire, import, 
export, currency, balance of trade, country, 

commodities, corporation, distribution, 
export, globalisation, import, industrial, 
interdependence, manufactures goods, 

processing, raw materials, tariff, textiles, 
trade, warehouse, Pacific Garbage Patch, 

climate change, sustainability  
 

Geography Skills and Fieldwork  
Globe, atlas, map, data,  

 

 
Brazil, The UK and The Netherlands 
How and why are places similar and 

different? 
 

Place and Location  
Europe, The UK, Bury, South America, 

Brazil, Santos, Sao Paulo, Holland, 
Rotterdam, Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, Equator, longitude, latitude,  

  
Human and Physical  

Economic activity, trade links, settlement, 
river, port, harbour, land use, historical 

events, culture architecture, trade, evolve, 
improve, modern,  

 
Geography Skills and Fieldwork  

Globe, atlas, map, digital technologies,  
 

I’m Making my Own Way  
What is the best way to travel? 

 
Place and Location  
The UK, England, Bury   

 
Human and Physical  

Hill, transport, transportation links, Metro 
link, town, city, residence, school,  

 
Geography Skills and Fieldwork  
8 point compass, Grid references, axis, 

eastings, northings, north, south, east, west, 

north east, north west, south east, south west, 
local, symbols, key, scale, measure, units of 

measurement, graph, chart, observations, 

sketch maps, plans, presentation, evidence, 

metrolink route map, timetable  


